The Churching of a Woman and Her Family After Childbirth or Adoption 

The Blessing of the Mother
The Priest addresses the mother

Dear Friend: The birth of a child is a holy moment and joyous occasion in the life of a woman. Jewish mothers had a ceremony of purification and blessing at the Temple after childbirth, and for centuries the Church has adopted the tradition with adapted understanding. No longer bound by purification laws, today we welcome you back into our doors as you participate in our common life and worship for the first time since the birth of your daughter/son.  
Let us, therefore, give thanks to God in the words of Scripture.
The Congregation says together one of the following

The Magnificat

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
    the Almighty has done great things for me,
    and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him 
    in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Or 


Psalm 103:1-3; 17-18, 22

Praise the Lord, O my soul:
	and all that is within me, praise God’s holy name. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul:
	and forget not all that God has done for you;
Who forgives all your sins:
	and heals all your infirmities.
Your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for ever
	on those who fear you: and your righteousness on their children’s children.
On those who keep your covenant: 
	and remember your commandments and do them.
Praise the Lord, all God’s works,
in all places where God rules:
	praise the lord, O my soul. 

N., as it has pleased Almighty God, of His goodness, to give you a safe delivery, and to preserve you in childbirth, let us give thanks to God:
Priest		O Lord, you have blessed this woman, your servant,
People		Who put her trust in you.
Priest		Be to her a strong tower,
People		Against the face of the enemy.
Priest		Lord, hear our prayer,
People		And let our cry come to you.

All mothers present stand and pray together (or all mothers present stand and one appointed mother may pray)
O God, like a mother who comforts her children, you sustain, nurture and strengthen us. Continue to care and provide for N. in the days that lie ahead. Give her understanding and compassion in the nurture of her children, so that her love may be a reflection of your love. May we who stand with her today be a support and encouragement to her in the journey of motherhood. Amen. 
The Priest prays 
Almighty God, thank you for the gift you have bestowed upon N. to join you in the sacred act of creating and sustaining life. You have turned into joy the pains of the faithful in childbirth; look mercifully upon your servant, N., coming in gladness to your Church to offer her thanks. Grant, we ask you, most merciful Father, that she, with your help, may faithfully live according to your will in this life, and may also partake in the everlasting glory of the life to come;  and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen.


The Blessing of the Mother Following An Adoption
The Priest addresses the mother

Dear Friend: Motherhood is a holy and joyous gift in the life of a woman. Just as our hearts are bound to Christ as our Lord, so is this child’s heart knit to yours. Today we welcome you back into our doors as you participate in our common life and worship for the first time since welcoming your daughter/son. 
Let us, therefore, give thanks to God in the words of Scripture.
The Congregation says together one of the following

The Magnificat

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
    the Almighty has done great things for me,
    and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him 
    in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Or 


Psalm 103:1-3; 17-18, 22

Praise the Lord, O my soul:
	and all that is within me, praise God’s holy name. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul:
	and forget not all that God has done for you;
Who forgives all your sins:
	and heals all your infirmities.
Your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for ever
	on those who fear you: and your righteousness on their children’s children.
On those who keep your covenant: 
	and remember your commandments and do them.
Praise the Lord, all God’s works,
in all places where God rules:
	praise the lord, O my soul. 

N., as it has pleased Almighty God, of His goodness, to give you the gift of a child, let us give heartfelt thanks to God:
Priest		O Lord, you have blessed this woman, your servant,
People		Who put her trust in you.
Priest		Be to her a strong tower,
People		Against the face of the enemy.
Priest		Lord, hear our prayer,
People		And let our cry come to you.

All mothers present stand and pray together (or all mothers present stand and one appointed mother may pray)
O God, like a mother who comforts her children, you sustain, nurture and strengthen us. Continue to care and provide for N. in the days that lie ahead. Give her understanding and compassion in the nurture of her children, so that her love may be a reflection of your love. May we who stand with her today be a support and encouragement to her in the journey of motherhood. Amen. 
The Priest prays 
Almighty God, thank you for the gift you have bestowed upon N. Look mercifully upon your servant, coming in gladness to your Church to offer her thanks. Grant, we ask you, most merciful Father, that she, with your help, may faithfully live according to your will in this life, and may also partake in the everlasting glory of the life to come;  and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen.










The Blessing of a Child Not Yet Baptized 
The Priest then asks the parent(s)

Priest		What name have you given this Child?
Parents		We have named her N.  

The Priest then blesses the child saying
N., may God bless you and be gracious to you and as your days increase. May the Lord lead you to know and love Him as your Savior, experiencing the fullness of life that is in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Or

N., may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace. Amen. 

The parent(s) may say
Loving God, thank you for entrusting N. to our care. Give us calm strength and patient wisdom, as we teach and lead her/him in your way. May s/he always be sure of our love and grow up to know your love; trusting in Jesus Christ your Son. Amen. 

The Blessing of the Family
The Priest then prays for the family saying

Heavenly Father, thank you for the delights of marriage and the privilege of fatherhood. Inspire N. by your love and guide him by your word. Strengthen N. to be a companion, friend, and encourager to her/his new sister/brother. We give thanks for the blessing you have bestowed upon this family in giving them this child, N.. Confirm their joy by a lively sense of your presence with them, and give them calm strength and patient wisdom as they seek to bring this child to love all that is true and noble, just and pure, lovable and gracious, excellent and admirable, following the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Priest then blesses the family saying

May God the Father grant you His grace. Amen.
May God the Son fill you with His love. Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit keep you in His peace. Amen.
May the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who makes the Church one family, bless you and keep you this day, and for ever more. Amen. 

The Peace may be exchanged.
Concerning the Service
When a mother and other members of her family are ready to resume public worship following the birth or adoption of a baby, the congregation will welcome them and give thanks to Almighty God. In addition to thanksgiving, the service will include blessings over mother, child, and family. 

It is desirable that this take place at a Sunday service. In the Eucharist it may follow the Prayers of the People preceding the Peace. At Morning or Evening Prayer it may take place before the close of the Office. 

At the proper time, the Celebrant invites the parents and other members of the family to present themselves before the Altar. 





This liturgy was originally compiled and written by Rebecca Taylor and The Rev. Dr. Porter C. Taylor on behalf of Church of the Apostles, Kansas City. (January 2019)
